Abstract: Nieser gathered the water bug species included by Lauck in the groups
included the small water bug species that have a ventroapical protuberance in the ventral diverticulum of male genitalia, in the Belostoma plebejum group, and the species with the ventral diverticulum with thickened lateral margins in the Belostoma pygmeum group. This author distinguished the groups within a key, but did not fully describe the species. Nieser (1975) considered that the margins of male genitalia's ventral diverticulum thickened represent a specialization of some species in the Belostoma pygmeum group and he included the species from both groups proposed by Lauck (1962) in a single group, Belostoma plebejum. Herein Nieser's criteria is followed, we consider that the main characteristic of the species in this group is having the ventral diverticulum of male genitalia recurved ventrad. We make the revision of seven species recognized for the B. plebejum group, from which two are herein described as new, and new synonymies are proposed.
Head: suturae anteclypeus-maxillary plate as long as suturae anteclypeus-lorum; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose, as wide as long; segment I of the beak shorter or as long as segment II. Thorax: prosternal keel rounded or with anterior margin straight.
Abdomen: pilosity covering less than half of ventral laterotergites, strongly constricted between spiracles, slightly developed on the penultimate visible segment.
Male genitalia: ventral diverticulum recurved ventrad.
Key to the species of B. plebejum group (Fig. 1) .
Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose,as wide as long (Fig. 2) ; segment I of the beak shorter than II (Fig. 3) . Thorax: prosternal keel rounded, not prominent (Fig. 3) . Abdomen: pilosity developed on the penultimate segment, reaching the external margin (Fig. 22 ).
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase short, covering the external margin of ventral diverticulum; ventral diverticulum recurved ventrad ( Fig. 23-25 ).
Remarks. This is the smallest species in the genus.
Distribution. Surinam, Guyana, Venezuela, Colombia and Brazil.
Types. Holotype , allotype and 57 paratypes (36 and 21 ) from Guyana, bearing the label "British Guiana, Suppuruni Creek, Aug. 20,1937, S. Harris" (JTPC) .
Etymology: the name refers to the small size of these insects.
Specimens Belostoma lariversi De Carlo (26) (27) (28) (29) Belostoma lariversi De Carlo, 1960 : 50-52, Fig. 7-99, 16. Lanzer-de -Souza, 1980 Size: length, 15.00 mm-17.00 mm; width, 7.00 mm-7.50 mm. Color: yellowish brown. Shape: ovoid (Fig. 4) .
Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose, as wide as long (Fig. 5) ; segment I of the beak shorter than II (Fig. 6 ). Thorax: prosternal keel rounded, not prominent (Fig. 6 ). Abdomen: pilosity slightly developed on the penultimate segment ( Fig. 26 ).
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase short, not covering the external margin of ventral diverticulum; ventral diverticulum recurved ventrad, margins thickened ( Fig. 27-29) .
Remarks. This species is similar in shape to B. micantulum but male genitalia has lateral margins of ventral diverticulum thickened.
Distribution 
(JTPC).
Belostoma micantulum (Stål) ( Fig. 7-9 , 30-33)
Zaitha micantula Stål, 1860 : 84. Mayr, 1871 , (in part); Walker, 1873: 120, (in part); Berg, 1879: 190, (in part) ; Champion, 1901:366, (in part) . Zaitha zelotypus White, 1879: 270. Belostoma micantulum: Kirkaldy & Torre Bueno, 1909: 191-192, (in part, = zelotypus); De Carlo, 1930: 119-120, (in part); 1938: 228, (in part) ; Nieser, 1975: 115; Schnack , 1976: 38; Lanzer-de-Souza, 1980: 59-60 (Fig. 7) .
Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose, as wide as long (Fig. 8) ; segment I of the beak shorter than II (Fig. 9) . Thorax: prosternal keel rounded, not prominent (Fig. 9) . Abdomen: pilosity slightly developed on the penultimate segment, extending to the external margin of the laterotergite (Fig. 30) .
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase covering the external margin of ventral diverticulum; ventral diverticulum with a deep depression in the mid dorsal line (Fig. 31-33) .
Remarks. The accurate identification of this species is only possible through the male genitalia, because of its deep depression in the mid dorsal line of ventral diverticulum. Size: length, 11.80 mm-13.10 mm, 11.40 mm-13.70 mm; width, 5.50 mm-6.00 mm, 5.80 mm-6.20 mm. Color: brown mottled with yellow. Shape: oval (Fig. 10) Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose, as wide as long (Fig. 11) ; segment I of the beak shorter than II (Fig. 12) . Thorax: prosternal keel acute, projected anterad (Fig. 12) .Abdomen: pilosity slightly developed on the penultimate segment (Fig. 34) .
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase divergent, lateral margins of ventral diverticulum thickened ( Fig. 35-37) .
Remarks. This species is easily distinguished from the other species included in this group by the acute prosternal keel and the divergent arms of the phalobase.
Distribution. Only recorded from type locality.
Type. Holotype , alotype and 15 paratypes (8 and 7 ), bearing the label "Brazil S.A., Aug. 1935, A. M. Olalla", "Rio Negro, Manaus Region" (Manaus, Amazonas). Deposited in UK. Three paratypes (2 and ) in JTPC.
Other specimens examined. BRAZIL, Rio Negro, Manaus Region, 11 , 11 ,Aug. 1935, A. M. Olalla coll. (JTPC) .
Etimology: the name refers to these specimens as to being nice.
Belostoma plebejum (Stål) ( Fig. 13-15 (Fig. 13) .
Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum;anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose,as wide as long (Fig. 14) ; segment I of the beak shorter than II (Fig. 15) . Thorax: prosternal keel prominent, with the anterior margin straight, projected anterad (Fig. 15) . Abdomen: pilosity slightly developed on the penultimate segment (Fig. 38) .
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase not covering the external margin of ventral diverticulum, ventral diverticulum with a deep depression on dorsal mid line, strongly recurved ventrad (Fig. 39-41) .
Remarks. B. plebejum is similar in shape to B. micantulum, but the first mentioned species is more robust.
Distribution. This species are recorded from Peru, Bolivia, southern Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay.
Type. According with Lauck (1955) this species was described on a specimen labeled "Rio Jan., Typus, Stål", identified as lariversi; 30-33, B. micantulum; 34-37, B. nicaeum; 38-41, B. plebejum; 42-45, B. pygmeum; 46-49 Belostoma pygmeum [42] [43] [44] [45] Zaitha pygmea Dufour, 1863: 228; Mayr, 1871: 421-422; Walker, 1873 : 180. Belostoma pygmeum: Kirkaldy & Torre Bueno, 1909 Nieser, 1975: 118; Lanzer-de-Souza,1980 : 62. Belostoma micantulum: De Carlo, 1930 De Carlo, 1938: 228 (in part) . Belostoma menkei De Carlo, 1960: 52, Fig. 10-13, 15; Lanzer-de-Souza, 1980 :59. SYN. NOV.
Size: length, 10.50mm -12.00 mm, 10.50 mm-13.00 mm; width, 5.00 mm-5.50 mm, 4.50 mm-6.00 mm. Color: brown. Shape: elliptic, elongated (Fig. 16) .
Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum; maxilary plate slightly compressed; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose, as wide as long (Fig. 17) ; segment I of the beak as long as II (Fig. 18) . Thorax: prosternal keel rounded, not prominent (Fig. 18) . Abdomen: pilosity slightly developed on the penultimate segment (Fig. 42) .
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase short, not covering the external margin of ventral diverticulum, lateral margins of ventral diverticulum recurved dorsad (Fig. 43-45) .
Remarks. B. pygmeum is easily distinguished from the other members of this group for having the lateral margins of ventral diverticulum recurved dorsad.
Types and synonymy: we have studied the types and additional specimens identified as B. menkei, which is synonymized with B. pygmeum, because the differences found among the examined material can be considered as individual variations.
Distribution Bueno, 1909: 191-192 (in part); De Carlo, 1938: 228 (in part) . Belostoma drake De Carlo, 1950: 530-531; 1960 : 56, Fig. 20, 27-32. Lanzer-de-Souza, 1980 : 54. SYN. NOV.
Size: length, 12.30 mm-14.00 mm, 11.50 mm-14.00 mm; width, 5.70 mm-6.70 mm, 5.60 mm-7.20 mm. Color: dark brown. Shape: ovoid (Fig. 19) .
Head: suture anteclypeus-maxilary plate as long as suture anteclypeus-lorum; anteoculus shorter than interoculus; eyes globose, as wide as long (Fig. 20) ; segment I of the beak slightly shorter than II (Fig. 21) . Thorax: prosternal keel rounded, prominent (Fig. 21) . Abdomen: pilosity slightly developed on the penultimate segment (Fig. 46) .
Male genitalia: arms of phalobase not covering the external margins of ventral diverticulum, ventral diverticulum with a deep depression on middle dorsal line, strongly recurved ventrad (Fig. 47-49) .
Remarks. Belostoma. minusculum is easily distinguished by having arms of phallobase not covering the lateral margins of ventral diverticulum, ventral diverticulum with a deep depression on the mid dorsal line.
Distribution. This species is recorded from Trinidad, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Panamá and Venezuela.
Types and synonymy. A male specimen labeled " Nicaragua", deposited 
